
REP. BECERRA REINTRODUCES LATINO MUSEUM COMMISSION LEGISLATION

    

70 CO-SPONSORS IN THE HOUSE, SEN. HATCH TO INTRODUCE IN SENATE

  

 

  

WASHINGTON, D.C. – Reps. Xavier Becerra (CA-31) and Ileana Ros-Lehtinen (FL-18)
reintroduced legislation today, Cinco de Mayo 2005, that would create a commission charged
with exploring the possibility of establishing a national museum in Washington, D.C., focused on
Latino art, culture, history and politics. 

  

 

  

“Despite the history, demography and ongoing contributions that American Latinos have made
and continue to make to the cultural life of our country, there remains a great gap in the level
and quality of awareness that Americans possess about the rich and diverse character of Latino
culture and history,” Rep. Becerra said. 

  

 

  

When signed into law, the “Commission to Study the Potential Creation of a National Museum
of the American Latino Community Act of 2005” will set up a 23 member commission charged
with producing a national conference to bring stakeholders, experts, policymakers and other
interested parties together to discuss the museum’s viability; a fundraising plan to create an
extensive public-private partnership; and a report to congress detailing a recommended plan of
action on how to move forward with taking the museum from concept to reality. All this will occur
within 18 months of Rep. Becerra’s bill’s passage.
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A word-for-word senate companion will be introduced by Senator Orrin Hatch (UT) later in the
month once the body returns from its recess.

  

 

  

“Nearly 40 million Americans share a Latino heritage, yet there is little in Washington museums
that celebrates American Latino culture or history,” Sen. Hatch said. “Children who visit D.C.
should have the opportunity to learn the full story of who we are as Americans.”

  

 

  

“I am so very grateful to Senator Hatch for his extensive and enthusiastic efforts in championing
this legislation,” Rep. Becerra said. “Our shared goal is to provide visitors to the museums in
Washington, D.C., with a more complete picture of our country’s collective history and culture so
that the American mosaic portrayed in the nation’s capital more truly reflects who we are, and
who we are becoming.”

  

 

  

Seventy members of the House of Representatives lent their name as original co-sponsors to
the legislation, further highlighting the enthusiasm and momentum that Rep. Becerra’s
legislation is creating in Congress. 
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The bipartisan list of the 70 original co-sponsors of the “ Commission to Study the Potential
Creation of a National Museum of the American Latino Community Act of 2005
” includes:

  

 

    

          

Joe Baca

  
    

Bob Beauprez

  
    

Xavier Becerra

  
    

Shelley Berkley

  
    

Howard L. Berman

  
    

Sherrod Brown
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Dennis Cardoza

  
    

James Clyburn

  
    

Jim Costa

  
    

Joseph Crowley

  
    

Henry Cuellar

  
    

Rosa DeLauro

  
    

Lincoln  Diaz-Balart

  
    

Mario Diaz-Balart

  
    

Lloyd Doggett
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Eni Faleomavaega

  
    

Bob Filner

  
    

Charles A. Gonzalez

  
    

Al Green

  
    

Gene Green

  
    

Raul Grijalva

  
    

Luis V. Gutierrez

  
    

Ruben E. Hinojosa

  
    

Eleanor Holmes Norton
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Michael M. Honda

  
    

Steve J. Israel

  
    

Sheila Jackson-Lee

  
    

John Conyers

  
    

Eddie Bernice Johnson

  
    

John B. Larson

  
    

Barbara Lee

  
    

John Lewis

  
    

Zoe Lofgren

  
    

Doris Matsui
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Carolyn McCarthy

  
    

Gregory W. Meeks

  
    

Kendrick Meek

  
    

Robert Menendez

  
    

Gwen Moore

  
    

James P. Moran

  
    

Jerrold Nadler

  
    

Grace F. Napolitano

  
    

Solomon P. Ortiz
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Major R. Owens

  
    

Frank Pallone Jr.

  
    

Ed Pastor

  
    

Donald M. Payne

  
    

Nancy Pelosi

  
    

Charles Rangel

  
    

Silvestre Reyes

  
    

Ileana Ros-Lehtinen

  
    

Lucille Roybal-Allard
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John T. Salazar

  
    

Linda T. Sanchez

  
    

Loretta Sanchez

  
    

Janice D. Schakowsky

  
    

David Scott

  
    

Jose E. Serrano

  
    

John M. Shimkus

  
    

Hilda L. Solis

  
    

Fortney H. "Pete" Stark

  
    

Edolphus Towns
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Stephanie Tubbs Jones

  
    

Mark Udall

  
    

Tom Udall

  
    

Chris Van Hollen Jr.

  
    

Nydia Velazquez

  
    

Anthony D. Weiner

  
    

Jerry Weller

  
    

Robert I. Wexler
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For further information on the legislation or to schedule an interview with Rep. Becerra, please
call Steve Haro at 202.225.6235 or 202.225.8355 (mobile).  Click here  to view the text of the
bill. 
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